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Moral Argument about Abortion
The discussion around abortion has created extensive debate among members of the public, the media, and among academics. It is a debate that involves moral questions on the obligation of human beings to end the life of another human being. While opponents believe that it is right to terminate the life of a fetus before it develops, opponents who believe that life begins at conception strongly oppose the abortion arguments abortion cannot be accepted under any circumstances. Based on virtue ethics, this paper argues that abortion is morally wrong.
The discussion around abortion is complex and difficult as people argue from different perspectives. The argument about where life begins, whether at conception or when someone is born, is misleading the clarity of the discussion. The focus here is that abortion is wrong because it involves taking life away from a fetus, which already shows signs of life while in the womb. Many countries around the world, including the United States, have legalized abortion, even though under restrictions in some cases. Whether regulated or not, abortion is wrong because it involves killing. Killing is prohibited and someone found to have killed intentionally is handed a severe sentence including the death penalty. Yet, killing an innocent creature that has not taken its first breath of this world is considered right and necessary.
Based on virtue ethical theory, abortion is morally wrong because it denies the fetus the right to life, which is a basic right. Lu (2011) examines pro-abortion arguments citing the reason why they are powerful and significant to the discussion of abortion and virtue ethics. Based on Thompson’s defense of abortion, Lu (2011) asserts that Thompson believed that a fetus possesses a right to life. Even though Thompson deviates from her debate of establishing whether a fetus should be considered a person or not, she sides the pro-life side of the argument that asserts that fetuses should be granted life as a basic right just humans because they possess signs of life while in the womb. In concurrence with the religious groups, virtue ethics asserts that abortion is wrong. Abortion involves a deliberate removal or termination of fetus life from the womb of a female at the request of the mother. Those who support abortion base their argument on the reasoning that a fetus is not a human being yet and thus, they try to dismiss virtue ethics as plausible.
Abortion is morally wrong because it destroys the sanctity of life. While this notion is largely shared by religious people who believe that the sanctity of life is God-given and no man has a right to take that away, but many people still agree that life begins at conception.  Even though pro-abortionists like Singer believed that the notion that fetus is an innocent human being should be challenged have tried to derail the discussion from the point of focus, it is important to understand the focus of the argument that the sanctity of life is God-given and no one is allowed to take that away (Countryman, 2014). The reasons for abortion, which have been led by misguided notions about the fetus as not a human being, are petty and do not warrant taking a life. Some people opt to abort babies because they don’t have the financial capacity to take care of the baby and yet they are aware of the alternative of using protection when engaging in sexual intercourse. Maybe, it is because they are trying to run away from the consequences of their actions. Some reasons like when the mother’s life is in danger may make some sense, but it still requires courage to terminate a pregnancy because one wants to save the mother. It is acting like the judge, deciding on one life to protect another.  
In conclusion, the moral sense has not defined a person and this is the root of conflict from those who oppose and support abortion. But, based on this discussion, life begins at the conception stage. Scientific studies have shown that fetuses show signs of life in the womb and that is enough to qualify them as human beings. Based on the virtue ethics approach, this paper has asserted that abortion is morally wrong. However, this discussion requires further research as scholars are still divided on the ground of argument, whether killing an innocent human being is wrong or fetus should be categorized as innocent human beings.
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